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may determine to employ, in the ad-
ministration of the plan. 

(e) ‘‘Applicant’’ and ‘‘recipient’’ in-
clude for the purposes of this section 
the individuals seeking or receiving as-
sistance and any other individual 
whose needs are considered in deter-
mining the amount of assistance. 

(f) The State or local agency shall 
notify the applicant or recipient that 
the furnishing of the SSN is a condi-
tion of eligibility for assistance re-
quired by section 1137 of the Social Se-
curity Act and that the SSN will be 
utilized in the administration of the 
program. 

(g) The State agency will submit all 
unverified social security numbers to 
the Social Security Administration 
(SSA) for verification. The State agen-
cy may accept as verified a social secu-
rity number provided directly to the 
State agency by SSA or by another 
Federal or federally-assisted benefit 
program which has received the num-
ber from SSA or has submitted it to 
SSA for verification. 

[51 FR 7217, Feb. 28, 1986] 

§ 205.55 Requirements for requesting 
and furnishing eligibility and in-
come information. 

A State plan under title I, IV-A, X, 
XIV, or XVI (AABD) of the Social Se-
curity Act must provide that: 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b), the State agency will request 
through the IEVS: 

(1) Wage information from the 
SWICA for all applicants at the first 
opportunity following receipt of the ap-
plication and for all recipients on a 
quarterly basis. 

(2) Unemployment compensation in-
formation from the agency admin-
istering the State’s unemployment 
compensation program under section 
3304 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1954 and section 303 of the Act as fol-
lows: 

(i) For applicants at the first oppor-
tunity following receipt of the applica-
tion and in each of the first three 
months in which the individual is re-
ceiving aid, unless the individual is 
found to be receiving unemployment 
compensation, in which case the infor-
mation will be requested until benefits 
are exhausted; and 

(ii) In each of the first three months 
following any recipient-reported loss of 
employment, unless the individual is 
found to be receiving unemployment 
compensation, in which case the infor-
mation will be requested until the ben-
efits are exhausted. 

(3) All available information main-
tained by the Social Security Adminis-
tration for all applicants at the first 
opportunity following receipt of the ap-
plication in the manner set forth by 
the Commissioner of Social Security. 
The State agency will also request 
such information for all recipients as 
of the effective date of this provision 
for whom such information has not 
previously been requested. 

(4) Unearned income information 
from the Internal Revenue Service 
available under section 6103 (l)(7)(B) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, for 
all applicants at the first opportunity 
following receipt of the application for 
all recipients on a yearly basis. The re-
quest shall be made at the time and in 
the manner set forth by the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue. 

(5) As necessary, any income or other 
information affecting eligibility avail-
able from agencies in the State or 
other States administering: 

(i) An AFDC program (in another 
State) under title IV-A of the Social 
Security Act; 

(ii) A Medicaid program under title 
XIX of the Social Security Act; 

(iii) An unemployment compensation 
program (in another State) under sec-
tion 3304 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1954; 

(iv) A Food Stamp program under the 
Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended; 

(v) Any State program administered 
under plan approved under title I, X, 
XIV, or XVI (AABD) of the Social Se-
curity Act; and 

(vi) A SWICA (in another State). 
(b)(1) With respect to individuals who 

cannot furnish an SSN at application, 
information specified in paragraph (a) 
will be requested at the first oppor-
tunity provided by each source after 
the State agency is provided with the 
SSN. 
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(2) For the purposes of this section, 
applicants and recipients shall also in-
clude any other individuals whose in-
come or resources are considered in de-
termining the amount of assistance, if 
the State agency has obtained the SSN 
of such individuals. 

(c) The State agency must furnish, 
when requested, income, eligibility and 
benefit information to: 

(1) Agencies in the State or other 
States administering the programs 
cited in paragraph (a)(5) of this section, 
in accordance with specific agreements 
as described in § 205.58; 

(2) The agency in the State or other 
States administering a program under 
title IV-D of the Social Security Act; 
and 

(3) The Social Security Administra-
tion for purposes of establishing or 
verifying eligibility or benefit amounts 
under title II and XVI (SSI) of the So-
cial Security Act. 

(d) The Secretary may, based upon 
application from a State, permit a 
State to obtain and use income and eli-
gibility information from an alternate 
source or sources in order to meet any 
requirement of paragraph (a) of this 
section. The State agency must dem-
onstrate to the Secretary that the al-
ternate source or sources is as timely, 
complete and useful for verifying eligi-
bility and benefit amounts. The Sec-
retary will consult with the Secretary 
of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
Labor prior to approval of a request. 
The State must continue to meet the 
requirements of this section unless the 
Secretary has approved the request. 

(e) The State agency must, upon re-
quest, reimburse another agency for 
reasonable costs incurred in furnishing 
income and eligibility information as 
prescribed in this section, including 
new developmental costs associated 
with furnishing such information, in 
accordance with specific agreements as 
described in § 205.58. 

[51 FR 7215, Feb. 28, 1986] 

§ 205.56 Requirements governing the 
use of income and eligibility infor-
mation. 

A State plan under title I, IV-A, X, 
XIV, or XVI (AABD) of the Social Se-
curity Act must provide that: 

(a) The State agency will use the in-
formation obtained under § 205.55, in 
conjunction with other information, 
for: 

(1) Determining individuals’ eligi-
bility for assistance under the State 
plan and determining the amount of as-
sistance. States wishing to exclude cat-
egories of information items from fol-
low-up must submit for the Secretary’s 
approval a follow-up plan describing 
the categories of information items 
which it proposes to exclude. For each 
category, the State must provide a rea-
sonable justification that follow-up is 
not cost-effective. A formal cost-ben-
efit analysis is not required. A State 
may exclude information items from 
the following data sources without 
written justification if followed up pre-
viously from another source: Unem-
ployment compensation information 
received from the Internal Revenue 
Service, and earnings information re-
ceived from the Social Security Ad-
ministration. Information items in 
these categories which are not duplica-
tive, but provide new leads, may not be 
excluded without written justification. 
A State may submit a follow-up plan or 
alter its plan at any time by notifying 
the Secretary and submitting the nec-
essary justification. The Secretary will 
approve or disapprove categories of in-
formation items to be excluded under 
the plan within 60 days of its submis-
sion. Those categories approved by the 
Secretary will constitute an approved 
State follow-up plan for IEVS. For 
those information items not excluded 
from follow-up, 

(i) The State agency shall review and 
compare the information obtained 
from each data exchange against infor-
mation contained in the case record to 
determine whether it affects the appli-
cant’s or the recipient’s eligibility or 
the amount of assistance. 

(ii) The State agency shall verify 
that the information is accurate and 
applicable to case circumstances either 
through the applicant or recipient or 
through a third party, if such 
verification is determined appropriate 
based on agency experience or is re-
quired under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(iii) For applicants, if the informa-
tion is received during the application 
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